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Alma Merino Stud

Merinos for wool, sheep and meat $ales

Newsletter
For Alma clients and Western woolgrowers

Spring 2004

Timeto look forward

At last some ran. Following a wam end to
winter, | find it raning wel outsde. Good rans
have been reported throughout Western NSW.

Now is the time to look forward, to be positive and
st your enterprise up for a drought recovery. As
shown at the Making Money from Merinos forum
held a Alma woolshed on May 3rd (the Alma
Ram Shearing day), there is a drong role for
Western NSW Merino producers as part of the
booming lamb market supply chain. . . ; |
Alma genetics will supply your flock with high "~ Atter the guest speakers, Aima Merino BBQ kebabs
fatility - big framed, good mothering ewes,

producing a soft-handling wool dip and plenty of fast-growing lambs. The genetics give you $$$
from wool, sheep and meat $ales in dl seasond conditions. Graham Mor phett

vy =

AlmaDiary

. Friday 17" September
Hay Sheep Sale

. Thursday 23" September
Alma Ram Day

. Wednesday 29" September
Kilfera Field Day

Left: 2004 Alma Sale Rams, June ‘04

2004 Sale Rams
Thisyear’ s sde rams define what Alma Merinos stands for: big, fit rams bred on the Saltbush
Plains and never having had any supplementary feed.
Please contact Peter Thomson at Alma or Graham Morphett to discuss your ram requirements
Sde Ramswill be available a Alma on our Ram Day, Thur sday 23 September.

2004 Ram Grades
$500 $400 $300 (GST excdusve)
Please contact us at Almato book your order.

Stud Principal: Stud Manager:
Graham Morphett  (02) 6993 8157 Peter Thomson  (02) 6993 8152
“Yamba fax  (02) 6993 8155 ‘Alma fax (02) 6993 8271
Booligd 2711 emal yamba@bigpond.com Booligd 2711

Don't forget our website for more news & photos!
www. al mast ud. com au
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Alma Lambmarking 2004:

Stud ewes marked up to 120%,

and many ewes that were joined
|ate, after the worst of the

drought, lambed over 200% in an
8-month period — a quick way to
recover sheep numbers, and
produce surplus sheep for sael

All ewes lambed down in dry
conditions with no supplementary
feed.

We have some excellent lambs on the ground from the extra-large framed, Collinsville Sres that
ALMA ( JC&S 1.11- 21.7 mic 30/8/04 ) has purchased over the last two years. The dres are big,
correctly dructured, with soft-handling wools, producing lots of lambs that thrive in the Wesern
NSW environment. Alma has no irrigetion.

Shearing: Consdering the season, this year's wool clip has been excdlent. The Stud ewes cut
8kg of high yidding wool, estimated over 70% - this in addition to having reared a lamb (or
three!), while batling the drought. We can't ask for more!  Now is the opportunity to convert that
production into income.

Hay September Sheep Sale: Almawill sdl 700 1, 5 & 6 year-old Augugt-shorn ewes, dong with
1700 Yamba-bred, Alma blood 5 & 6 y.0. August-shorn ewes. We have had many enquiries for the
Almea-bred sheep and are looking forward to seeing them sold for good returns at Hay.

Making Money from Merinos
70 peoplejoined usin May at Almato discuss the future and profitability of Merinos.
Simon Hogan, Elders VP, had recently returned from China He reported that the Chinese
economy is expanding rapidly. The Chinese are price-conscious but will continue to purchase wool
srongly this season.
Garry McAlister, MLA, told us that Merinos with the right genetics are in strong demand. Lamb
producers are looking closdly at the genetics of the Merino ewes that they purchase for their lamb
production. He said that we can ill have a good woal clip while a the same time achieving more
lambs and more growth — dl importantly resulting in abetter bottom line.
The Making Money from Merinos forum has reinforced our determination to produce Merino
geneticsthat realise our vision:
The ALMA Merino vision:
“To breed Merinos that adapt to and utilise the vegetation of Western NSW through all seasons;
Merinos that provide a profitable business and lifestyle for their owners by producing valuable
wool, sheep and meat $ales.”

Alma ewes & lambs ,June 2004



